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Meetings held Tuesday Nights. 6 for 6.30 in the Marana Room at 
the Blacktown Workers Club, Campbell Street Blacktown. 

 DUTIES FOR THE 4th. FEBRUARY 

UPCOMING DUTY ROSTER 

   UPCOMING EVENTS & PROGRAMS 

  Meet & Greet  Dinner Fees Grace & Loyal 
Toast

International Club 
Recognition

 Program 
Chair                   

   Note Taker

Scotty Mcinally Russell Ashley Gary Raymond Len Winter Mel Gray Keith Waller

                DATE 11th. February 2020  18th. February 2020 25th. February 2020

      DINNER FEES Paul Reid Geetha Eruvatt Len Winter

GRACE & LOYAL TOAST Jack Kestle Dick White Geetha Eruvatt

INTERNATIONAL CLUB           
RECOGNITION

Roma Price Bob Gardiner Spiro Constantinou

     PROGRAM CHAIR Mel Gray Tess Sayas Mel Gray

        NOTE TAKER Ray Stanwell Paul Reid Tess Sayas

                 DATE February

4th. February Guest Speaker, Ken Fairfax - Tales of a Country Lawyer

11th. February Guest Speaker, Megan Thomas - Dementia Australia

18th. February Guest Speaker, Geeth Geeganaga - NBN

25th February Guest Speaker, Dr James Nol - Blacktown Hospital Radiology Dept.        
Radiation at Home



                                                   
ROTARY GRACE                                                                                                                          THE 4 WAY TEST 
O Lord & giver of all good                                                                                                            Is it the TRUTH? 
We thank thee for our daily food                                                                               Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
May Rotary friends & Rotary 8th. ways                                                                        Will it build GOODWILL & 
Help us to serve thee all our days.            BETTER FRIENDSHIP?    

              Will it be BENEFICIAL to all? 
                                                                 
                                     INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS - FEBRUARY 
  

Date joined our Club - Tony Orr 15th.  David Bamford 18th.                     

Birthdays - Paul Reid 7th.  Manie Stalker 15th.  Liz Amper 28th.   


Partners Birthdays - Mary Makinson 12th.  

Wedding Anniversary’s - None for this month                                                               


	 	 	 	 	 

                                                              CLOSEST MAKE UP CLUBS 

Holroyd - Mondays 6.00pm for 6.30  Merrylands Bowling Club 
Mt. Druitt - Wednesdays in the Bistro 6pm for 6.30 before heading to the meeting rooms. 

St. Mary’s - Tuesdays 6.00pm - 7pm &  then for a meal 7.00 to 8pm a meeting room in the St. Mary’s 
Band Club. 1st; 2nd. & Tuesday of the month. 

A REMINDER FROM PAM 

APOLOGIES & OR GUESTS NAMES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS ARE REQUIRED BY MID-DAY 
MONDAY. PLEASE TEXT OR PHONE PAM ON 0414764604 IF YOU HAVE A GUEST OR CAN’T 
ATTEND.   PLEASE NOTE THAT IF YOU ARE ON THE DUTY ROSTER TO ASSIST FOR THE 
NIGHT & ARE UNABLE TO  ATTEND THE MEETING COULD YOU ASK ANOTHER MEMBER 

TO TAKE YOUR PLACE FOR THAT NIGHT. 

           LAST WEEKS NOTES FROM LEN

President Mel welcomed all to the meeting & welcomed our guest speaker Paul Naylor, CEO of the NSW 
Master Plumbers Association. Grace was read by Dick & Geetha read the International Toast. 


Tonight along with the national day of Sri Lanka celebrated on the 4th of 
February we recognise the Rotary club of Colombo.  It was established 
in1929 and it has 113 members.  The president is Kumudu Takeyoshi 

Matsuda Warnakulasooriya and the secretary is Aruna Sanath Fernando.  Sri 
Lanka, officially the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, is an island 
country in South Asia, located in the Indian Ocean to the southwest of the 

Bay of Bengal and to the southeast of the Arabian Sea.   Sri Lanka only 
covers an area of 25,332 mi² but its wildlife is incredibly diverse.   It's home 
to 123 species of mammals (such as elephants, leopards, and crocodiles), 

227 species of birds, 178 species of reptiles, 122 species of amphibians, and 
many other animal species.   If you're a tea drinker, your cuppa may come from Sri Lanka, formerly 

known as Ceylon, a name synonymous with tea. Brought from China in 1824 by the British, the first tea 
plant on the island was displayed in the Royal Botanical Gardens outside Kandy and has grown into a 

huge business.    Apart from being a large tea producer, Sri Lanka is famous for its cinnamon, an 
indispensable ingredient for many of its fabulous food.    In July 1960, Sirimavo Bandaranaike, the leader 

of Sri Lanka Freedom Party, won the victory in the general election and became the first woman prime 
minister in the world.


Program Chair Keith introduced his cousin, Paul Naylor, who is the CEO of the Master Plumbers’ 
Association of NSW, as our guest speaker.  Paul spoke on the NSW Master Plumbers’ Association 

Apprenticeship Scheme.

In NSW apprentice plumbers are indentured for 4 years and complete a 3 Year Certificate III in plumbing.  
It is possible to have a 3 year sign-off  subject to certain conditions.  Upon completion of their training, 
tradesmen can then specialise in plumbing, electrical or air-conditioning.  There are differential rates of 
pay for apprentices: adult apprentices (those over the age of 21) those who have completed Year 12 


receive 55% of a Tradesman’s wage those who have not completed Year 12 receive 50% of a 
tradesman’s wage.




A number of factors have led to a significant decrease in the numbers of apprentices in all trades being 
recruited.  Successive governments have encouraged school leavers to enrol in universities rather than 

take up trade apprenticeships.  Employer initiatives are not reviewed Greater casualisation of youth 
employment has created major skills shortages.  Paul described the difficulties of working with 

millennials as apprentices.  Millennials are not prepared for the world of work disregard regulations, 
compliance and authority, have a “want it now” philosophy are described as poorly trained by 

employers.


Keith was presented with a memento for his talk & was thanked for his very interesting and informative 
presentation. 


DIRECTORS REPORTS 


Secretary David  - Construction work commenced in January for Grace’s Place at Doonside.  

Matt Noffs from the Noffs Foundation has offered he and former Federal Police Commissioner Mick 

Palmer as guest speakers on a project called Take Control

Club Service -  Keith Waller.  Guest speakers for Club our meetings have been arranged until April.  

Keith would appreciate the names of possible guest speakers from members. 

There were no more reports from Directors.


Sergeant Gary was able to extract some funds from members during the “fines” session


LAST WEEKS PHOTOS 

  
From the top left:  Russell & Bob G.  Ted & Jack,  
David,  Paul,  Joan, Liz & Marideth, David & Mel,  
Russell, Pam, Paul, Joan & Liz,  Ray,  Gary,  Keith, our 
Guest speaker, Paul Naylor, & Mel.


You may remember last December that Pam went too Bathurst to do an introduction on the TIB 
computer program. Some friends of hers volunteered to take a Computer to Katmandu. The computer 
was delivered & Netra Basnet, whom I presume is a teacher there & sent some photos of the students. 

                 



THE DISTRICT SECRETARIES REPORT 

On Thursday 6th February the guest speaker for the Rotary Club of Camden will be Rtd. Lieutenant Colonel Riccardo Bosi. 
With an extensive career in Australia's Special Forces, ranging from service with the Special Air Service Regiment and 1st 

Commando Regiment, to roles with Army, Special Operations and Combined Joint Task Force Headquarters, Riccardo has a

great story to tell about his experiences, particularly in the Middle East.   Check out Rotary Club of Camden’s Facebook 

page https://www.facebook.com/camdenrotaryclub/?ref=bookmarks for details and the TryBooking link to order tickets. The 
evening will also include a 2 course meal (6pm for a 6.30p.m) at Camden Golf Club, 50 Lodges Rd, Narellan. 


The Rotary Club of Blacktown had previously advertised their international fundraising evening for Timor Leste on February 
7th. This function has been postponed until May 30th.  President Mel said: The postponement I felt was warranted due to the 
devastation over the Christmas period with the fires. The general public have been so generous, that to ask them to support 

another project, especially one that is overseas, would  at this time, be most unfair. 

The Rotary Club of Liverpool, the Rotary Club of Liverpool West and the Rotary Club of Liverpool Greenway, in 
conjunction with the Service Clubs of Liverpool are holding a RFS and Bushfire Victims Fundraising Benefit on 29th April at 

Liverpool Catholic Club, Hoxton Park Rd., Liverpool from 6.30pm to 11.00pm.   Cost is $70.00pp and will feature Paul Martell, 
Comedian and The Rock-A-Holics, dancing duo.	 


A Message from DG Dianne.  I am extremely grateful to all those Rotary Clubs in our District who have responded so well to 
the bushfire crisis.  So that we don't have duplicated efforts I feel that we need to have a record of all efforts from Rotarians 
and clubs in our district.   Please contact our District Bushfire Relief Coordinator Ally Cox with information about your recent 

efforts and any plans for future relief efforts.  Please contact Ally at gnacox@bigpond.net.au 


Clubs will have received their invoice for District Dues during the week.  Several Clubs had asked for consideration for new 
members and suggested a way to help in their retention.  This request was put to the Committee of the Association at its 

December meeting and the decision was made to waive dues for new members and partners of existing members who had 
joined after 1st. July 2019.  This will be a trial only to see if it does help with retention of new members and partners.  This will 
not affect the District Budget in any way, as the budget figure was based on membership as at 1st July 2019.The decision is 

RI sanctioned and is consistent with the District Regulations and the District Constitution.  To avail yourself of this offer please 
send an email to the District Treasurer treasurer@rotarydistrict9675.org seeking an exemption for those members who qualify. 

Clubs can also elect not to charge club dues to members who meet certain criteria, or charge reduced fees.  

Many clubs are already doing this by offering Family Rates. 


Please save the date.  On Saturday 29th. February the District Governors around Australia had planned to hold a Nutbush 
Dance at 11AM AEST.  It was originally planned to raise funds for indigenous health and also make an attempt for the 

Guinness Book of World Records.  In Sydney it will be a joint District 9675 and 9685 event.  It will be held at Cathy Freeman 
Park at Olympic Park, Homebush.  Other venues will be Belmore Basin in Wollongong, Terrigal and the Blue Mountains. 

Unfortunately the Bushfire Crisis has taken over and many District Governors now have other priorities, so it won't be held in 
every district in Australia simultaneously.  We have therefore decided to support bushfire relief.  I am waiting for the District 

Governors who will be taking part in this to finalise their venues so that we can set up the registration page.  We are extremely 
fortunate that Tickets.com have offered to waive their fee and will organise the booking site for all venues.  It will cost you $5 

to register and the money raised will be supporting bushfire relief.

 DG Dianne will get the registration information to you as soon as possible.


Please don't forget to register for Conference 2020 to be held at the Wollongong Entertainment Centre from 20th to 22nd 
March 2020.  Registration for the Friday afternoon sessions, all day Saturday (including dinner on Saturday night) plus Sunday 
morning breakfast at the beach and Sunday sessions is only $240.   There are some fantastic guest speakers including Turia 

Pitt, Munjed Al Muderis, James Knight, Rob Edwards and Rebecca Tolstoy amongst others. On Saturday night, be 
entertained by the fabulous Blues Brothers Band.  You can come dressed in the Roaring 20s theme. 


Please register at <http://bit.ly/reasonsconference2020> 


The Rotary Foundation Board of Trustees announced earlier this week they will be reviewing the addition of Environment as 
a new Area of Focus for Rotary.  You have an opportunity to make a difference by completing a survey link  https://

rotary.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7UkBPDGnEj7hP4p  which will be used to provide input for the Board of Trustees in making 
their decision.  The deadline is January 31st.


Also, please take a few minutes to read the Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group position paper in support of 
adding a unique Area of Focus for the Environment at:   https://www.esrag.org/sites/default/files/imce/Climate/

Green%20Position%20fo r%20Environment%20as%20AOF%20FINAL%2020200122.pdf.

You might also like to consider membership of ESRAG.  The link is: https://www.esrag.org/member-information


A request was received from Muradkhan Shirinov from Azerbaijan during the week. He has been granted admission to The 
University of New South Wales. Unfortunately the tuition fee is so high that neither he nor his family can afford it. Muradkhan 

is looking for a Rotary Club to sponsor him. Please contact Muradkhan directly <mailto:muradkhan.shirinov@gmail.com> 


Just a reminder to that our weekly Fees increase to $23  
from this weeks meeting.
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